9O                                 SCIENCE

rain kept blowing in, that it perceptibly cooled the
furnace.

Battling thus with all these untoward circum-
stances for several hours, and exerting myself
beyond even the measure of my powerful con-
stitution, I could at last bear up no longer, and
a sudden fever,* of the utmost possible intensity,
attacked me. I felt absolutely obliged to go and
fling myself upon my bed. Sorely against my will
having to drag myself away from the spot, I
turned to my assistants, about ten or more in all,
what with master-founders, hand-workers, coun-
try-fellows, and my own special journeymen,
among whom was Bernardino Mannellini of
Mugello, my apprentice through several years.
Xo him in particular I spoke: "Look, my dear
Bernardino, that you observe the rules which I
have taught you; do your best with all despatch,
for the metal will soon be fused. You cannot go
wrong; these honest men will get the channels
ready; you will easily be able to drive back the
two plugs with this pair of iron crooks; and I
am sure that my mould will fill miraculously.
I feel more ill than I ever did in all my life,
and verily believe that it will kill me before
a few hours are over." t Thus, with despair at

* Una febbre efimera. Lit., a fever of one day's
duration.

f Some technical terms require explanation in this
sentence. The canall or channels were sluices for